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religions ideas that centre in the vague belief in
one supreme God. On the surface of Ms daily
life he may have swept away or crowded out all
religion as superstition, but his heart is open
and prepared, and will quickly respond to an
earnest moral or religious appeal. In fact, no
students to-day are more open and responsive
to the religious appeal than those in China.

After the unsettled state of affairs following
the Revolution, and threatened with the obvious
danger of a loose individualism and laxity in
morals, a number of Chinese leaders made an
earnest effort, beginning in 1913, to revive
Confucianism and establish it officially as the
State religion. Mr. Chen Huan-chang, a
graduate of Columbia University, after writing
his college thesis in 1911 on "The Economic
Principles of Confucius and his School " returned
to China to give himself to the revival of the
national religion. At present there are two
tendencies in China, and the Confucian revival
may develop along either of these lines. The
one is rational, agnostic and materialistic. The
aim of this school is to eliminate the super-
natural, to deny that Confucianism is a religion,
and to present it as a rational system of ethics
and a sufficient basis for a materialistic civiliza-
tion, in which Japan is held up as the model
of national achievement, and all religions are